
BUILDING/ZONING PERMITS

When am I required to obtain a
building permit?

     You are required to obtain a
building/zoning permit if you are making any
improvements to your property.  Improvements
include everything from upgrading electric
service, and construction or replacement of
water and/or sewer system laterals to
constructing a new driveway or parking lot,
adding an addition to an existing structure,
and building a new structure.

             * * * * * * *
What is the purpose of this
permit?

     To protect you, your family, and neighbors
from the effects of repairs or expansions which
violate building and zoning codes and could
cause hazards to life or property.

             * * * * * * *
How do I obtain a permit?

⇒  Complete and submit a Building/Zoning
Permit application to the Planning and
Engineering Department.

⇒  For new construction as well as expansion
and additions to existing structures,
submit 2 copies of an accurately scaled
plot plan including existing buildings.

⇒  The plan must show the size and shape of
the proposed building, structure, addition,
or improvement with respect to the
property line.  The closest distance from
the proposed construction to the lot line
must also be shown.

⇒  For work in the Rural Residential zoning
district, also show the location of and
distances from structures on adjacent
properties and across the street.

⇒  Enclose 2 complete sets of building plans.

             * * * * * * *
How much is the cost for a
building permit?

     Fees are based on the type of work that is
being done.

$   A minimum of $15 is required in all cases.

$   A Residential construction permit fee is
      typically $0.14 per square foot of new
      construction.

$   A Commercial Construction Permit fee is $3
      per $1000 of construction value.

     Consult with the Planning and Engineering
Department to determine the appropriate fee
for the situation
.
             * * * * * * *

How long will it take to get a
building permit?

Permit applications will be reviewed within:

◊ Two days for residential and most other
construction.

◊ Five days for commercial construction
 
             * * * * * * *
How do I know for sure whether
I need a permit or not?

     If you are not sure whether or not you need
a Building Permit, please contact the Planning
and Engineering Department at 961-1114 or
by E-mail at town.plan.eng.@bev.net.  If a
permit is required, the permit must be issued
by the Planning and Engineering Department
prior to beginning work.



For more information contact:
         Town of Blacksburg
         Planning and Engineering
         300 South Main Street
         Post Office Box 90003
         Blacksburg, VA 24062-9003
        phone:  (540) 961-1114

 e-mail: town.plan.eng@bev.net
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